ECTS – European Credit Transfer System (IT Sligo)


Institute of Technology Sligo
European Credit Transfer System (ECTS)

· What is the ECTS system?
The European Credit Transfer System (ECTS) was developed by the Commission of the European Communities to allow students study abroad with ease and transfer credit for study abroad period.  The system is based on student workload with objects specified by learning outcomes.  The ECTS credit system was introduced to IT Sligo in 1989.  
The ECTS system has the following key elements:
i)   Information package: List of participating institutions including ECTS programmes at IT Sligo.
ii)  Learning Agreement and Use of ECTS credits: A study plan a list of with modules and ECTS credits as agreed between the participating student, the host and home institutions. It must be agreed before students departure and any changes after arrival should be updated immediately when changes occur.
· How does it work?
The students workload is reflected by the ECTS credits allocated to a programme.  The credits indicate the amount of work each programme requires in relation to the total amount of work necessary to complete a full year of study at the academic institution. The value is based on the estimated time necessary for all activities related to the programme (lectures, seminars, study time, fieldwork, projects, papers, examinations etc.) and is not limited to classroom hours.
In ECTS, the workload for one-year of study is valued at 60 credits; with each semester normally worth 30 credits. ECTS credits are awarded only when all programme work has been completed and all examinations successfully taken. 

ECTS credits can be awarded for any work that is part of the normal curriculum. So, in addition to classroom work this can include such activities as thesis and project work, and practical placements.   However, special programmes must not be created for the purpose of awarding ECTS credits. 

· What is the grading system?
Most students participating in the ECTS system study at a host institution for usually an academic year and then return to their home institution. Students are required to fulfill the requirements of the home country and the Host institution. 
Students participating in ECTS are awarded full credits for all academic work successfully completed at any of the ECTS partner institutions. Academic credits may be transferred from one participating institution to another, as long as the institutions involved have made a prior agreement. 
In the case of credit transfer, the Transcript of Records has to be issued by the home institution for outgoing students before departure and by the host institution for incoming students at the end of their period of study. For incoming Erasmus students, the performance of the student is documented by a local/National grade with full ECTS credits.
When the student returns to his/her home institution, he/she continues the study programme with no loss of time or credit.  The home institution selects students to receive the Erasmus grant. Students must have the necessary minimum entry requirements and enter at the correct level for their selected programme.
· ECTS Participation General Eligibility Requirements?
· Students may not be in their first year of study.

· Students must be citizens of an EU Member State or of a country for which special national arrangements have been made within the European Union (or recognised by an EU Member State or one of the remaining old EFTA countries as having the official status of refugee, stateless person or permanent resident). 

· To be eligible for a grant, students from non-EU Member States may only participate in exchanges with an EU Member State. Grants are not given for exchanges between non-EU Member States.  

· The host institution cannot charge tuition fees. However, the Home institutions may require students to pay their registration fees during the period of study abroad. 

· The period of study abroad should be at least three months and not exceed one year. 
· Incoming Students to IT Sligo must choose one full programme due to clash with timetables; There are some exceptions such as Social Studies programme.

· ECTS Co-ordinators
The ECTS Institutional Co-ordinators and the ECTS School Co-ordinators will ensure smooth integration of incoming and outgoing students.

ECTS Institutional Co-ordinator / International Office
· Prepares contracts with the European Commission and with the National Agency

· Prepares bilateral contracts with partner institutions.

· Provides advice to school coordinators.

· Outgoing: promote Erasmus programme with Schools. Explain the Erasmus grant procedures and documents. Keep contact with students while abroad by email. Ensure required documents are returned from students.

· Incoming: Coordinate the incoming application forms and liaise with Head of Departments re approval/non approval and reply to student/International coordinators.

· Generally informs students about ECTS and coordinates the preparation, production and distribution to partners of the information package/programme catalogue with the School coordinators.  

ECTS School Coordinator/Head of Department
· Deal with academic issues and informs students of ECTS in detail.
· Outgoing: Guide the student to selecting a programme of studies to meet academic requirements. 

· Provide student with information packages from partner Institutions and help students to complete the student application form.  Discuss programme of studies. Explain the academic recognition procedures and documents such as Learning Agreement and Transcript of Records. Keep contact with students while abroad 
· Incoming: Liaise with International Officer with Partner Institutes and review incoming Erasmus application forms, discuss programmes of studies
· Prepare the section of the information package that deals with their school.

· Definitions
Host country is the Institute where a student is studying abroad part of their degree.   
Home Institute is the Institute where a student is studying their full degree.

Programme is the course of study the student follows. 
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